
WORLD TRADE WEEK AWARD WINNERS

FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT AWARD
Recognizes foreign companies who have established U.S. operations in the five-county area 

and made significant contributions to the Southern California economy through financial 
investment in California companies or the establishment of local facilities.

Konoike-Pacific California, Inc. 
Konoike-Pacific California, Inc., also known as K-PAC, 
is an affiliate company of Konoike Transport Co., Ltd., 

headquartered in Osaka, Japan. Konoike Transport was founded in 1880 as an integrated 
solutions business for its customers and the logistics industry was not originally one of its 
main operations.  The company expanded their logistics business in the Japanese domestic 
market into the 1970s. Because of the strong growth of the Japanese economy in the 
1980s, Konoike Transport decided to expand their business overseas. In 1985 Konoike 
Transport started their logistics business in Los Angeles as the US market was a major target 
of their growth plans.
  
At that time, Konoike determined that there was not enough cold storage capacity available 
near the ports so the company acquired land in order to build a cold storage in Wilmington, 
California in 1989, with the support of then Mayor Tom Bradley. 

It seemed it was a great opportunity at the time, but the company faced many difficulties 
during the construction of the facility and it took nearly five years to complete. Finally, the 
facility was completed November 1994 and subsequently, California Governor Pete Wilson, 
visited the Konoike Transport Head Office in Osaka to congratulate them on the completion 
of the new facility. 

Operations at the new cold storage facility, under Konoike-Pacific California, Inc. was 
launched in early 1995.  The company struggled for more than 10 years to make the facility 
a profitable business. This was due primarily to the lack of local business knowledge and 
experience of the Konoike management team from Japan. A major decision was made in 
2005 by the Head Office in Japan to hire experienced local management staff to join the 
Japan staff to manage the operations of the company. This was the major turning point in 
building the success of the company in the U.S.

With the new team in place, K-PAC acquired General Cold Storage, Inc. in 2007 (now 
known as K-PAC General) in Bell Gardens. In 2011 K-PAC acquired E Street Cold, Inc.(Now 
KPAC E Street) in Wilmington. The K-PAC group has become one of the major cold storage 
company’s in L.A. with more than 40,000 pallet positions.

In 2017 KPAC General inaugurated a new facility in the City of South Gate with a capacity 
of approximately 13,000 pallet positions. KPAC Group is still looking for other business 
opportunities to expand their operations in Southern California. In 2018 KPAC is preparing 
to acquire another land in Wilmington Area to seek more business opportunity.

The KPAC Group has a strong commitment to contribute to the future economic growth of 
the area.


